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Inga Kirsten Forline

JUL 10, 1930 - OCT 16, 2017

I nga Kirsten Forline, age 87, of Oakland passed away on October 16, 2017 at
Piedmont Gardens.

Inga lived all of her life in Oakland. She was born on July 10, 1930, to John Dane and
Jenny Mikkelsen, both Danish immigrants. Both she and her older brother Paul were
in the Youth choir at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church. Inga liked to play tennis as well
as piano. She graduated from Oakland High School.

Soon after graduation she started working at the Berkeley Main Branch of Wells
Fargo Bank, where she began as a teller and worked her way up. She retired after 38
years as a valued and loyal employee. In addition to her financial and writing skills,
she was always interested in people and had a ready hearty laugh. These traits plus
her generous, volunteering spirit helped many of the organizations Inga joined. She
was a long-time member of the Lake Merritt Breakfast Club (through which she
supported Children’s Fairyland), Sons of Norway, and Our Saviour’s and Trinity
Lutheran Churches in Oakland. She also gave generously to many military veterans’
organizations.

Inga met her future husband, Hamilton “Frank” Forline, when she took some of her
relatives from Denmark on a tour bus to see the sights of San Francisco. They
married on October 16, 1971 and together happily enjoyed their home in the
Rockridge area, their dogs, gardening, bicycling, skiing, and traveling. During the
1991 Oakland firestorm she and Frank, armed with garden hoses, helped save their
home and others nearby. Frank died in September 1992. Her beloved brother Paul,
an accomplished artist whose work she treasured, died in 2001.

In recent years Inga’s constant companion was her dog Chuck, adopted from a local
shelter. She and Chuck made many new friends, both human and canine, during
their twice-daily neighborhood walks.

A Memorial Service is planned for Saturday, December 16, at 1:00 pm at
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Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 650 Alma Avenue. Oakland CA 94610. In lieu
of flowers, please send a donation to Trinity Church or a charity of your choice.
Chapel of the Chimes offers a

website (www.oakland.chapelofthechimes.com/obituaries) for Inga’s family
and many friends here and in Denmark to share their photos and stories.
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Esther Taylor-Joseph posted:

Inga was a member of “Our Saviors Danish Lutheran Church” on 7th Ave. in Oakland. My mother,
Ellen Christiansen was her Sunday School teacher and babysat her and her brother Paul. Many
picnics, and holidays were shared together. Inga and my Mom had many similar interest; choir, piano,
tennis, and all things Danish. My oldest sister knew Inga well, but | didn't really get a chance to visit
with her until Inga joined Trinity Lutheran Church on Alma Ave. There Inga re-introduced me to my
old piano teacher Gwen Siebert. It was good to see her again and | appreciate Inga's efforts to reunite
us. It was good for my soul to start practicing again. It enabled me to play at my Mom'’s funeral at
which Inga and many TLC members hosted a lovely service and nurturing banquet. Inga wrote such a
lovely comforting note and offered to teach me ‘School St." Danish the dialect that was similar to my
Mom's. Inga was good at nurturing the soul of others as many people testified at her memorial
service. Hopefully a bit of Inga’s good nature and kindness will continue in each of who knew her. Till
we meet again - Indtil vi modes igen. Farvel sode ven ?? Farewell sweet friend

January 9 at 5:26 PM

Anna May Hoft posted:

Love you Inga

December 17 at 7:37 AM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Inga by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit



